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when it appeared to him that civil war was an unavoid-
able evil: and perhaps not wholly an evil. It would rouse
the majority from their lethargy, bring the true leaders
of opinion, of parties, of the people to the front. In one
of his notes for the Court he says: " Civil war is
generally the last and most terrible alternative, yet even
it might offer opportunities for securing liberty, the
constitution, and the royal authority. What is essential
is that the provinces should not give themselves to the
king, but that he should place himself in the hands of
the provinces"; i.e. that he should not lead a mere
reactionary movement. Nay, he insisted, even were
Lewis XVI. replaced on his throne by the enemies of his
people, the old order could not be re-established Come
what might, the great principles of the Eevolution must,
be maintained: and the king should not trust to the
help of French reactionists or foreign armies.

Marie Antoinette unfortunately.could not see that the
Eevolution was more than a passing frenzy. The deep
irresistible current appeared to her as tumultuous and
fickle as the wild waves raised upon' the surface by
battling winds. She turned a deaf ear to Mirabeau's
politic and insistent warnings, as to the mere verbiage
of a man whose tongue had acquired the trick of
popular talk, and attached importance to that part only*
of his advice of which the wisdom was most questionable.
No doubt also the want of consistency in the policy
recommended by Mirabeau, as well as in his public
conduct and language, increased the disinclination of
the king and queen to trust themselves to his guidance.
But La Marck justly pointed out that, so long as no part
of his advice was followed, he would not feel that it was